
The first historically recorded flight of a pig took place on British soil, at Leysdown in Kent in 1909. The pig was carried aloft by J.T.C. Moore-Brabazon, later the First Lord Brabazon of Tara, in his personal French-built Voisin aero plane.

The pig was placed into a wicker basket, which was in turn strapped to a wing strut of the aero plane. A hand-lettered sign attached to the basket read: ‘I am the first pig to fly.’ Brabazon purposefully carried the pig aloft, thereby disproving the long help opinion that ‘pigs can not fly.’




Brabazon learned to fly in France, where he purchased and brought back to England, his standard model Voisin aero plane in 1909. Once in England with his Voisin, he secured the second pilots license issued to a British subject on March 8, 1909 (the first was issued to Henry Farman, noted British aero plane pilot, designer and builder).

And then in May of 1909, Brabazon made a flight of 500 yards in his Voisin at Leysdown in Kent – officially recognized as the first flight by a British pilot in Britain. Once the operability of the Voisin was assured, Brabazon set a number of early flying records, including his personal ambition to prove that pigs really could fly.
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Brabazon went on to a distinguished and eccentric career in British sport and Government. After further flying exploits and keeping company with the Wright Brothers and Charles Rolls (of Rolls Royce fame), he was Minister of Transport, and later Minister of Aircraft Production under Winston Churchill, and eventually elevated to the House of Lords where he took a seat as Lord Brabazon of Tara.

After the war, Brabazon was given the job of planning for post-war civil aviation in Britain. He chaired a British Cabinet committee that oversaw the building of a prototype aircraft – the Bristol 167 Brabazon – the largest plane ever built in Britain. The 167 performed poorly in initial trials, and lost economical feasibility as more efficient designs were concurrently developed. It never went into production. Afterward Brabazon, entered into private life and continued to distinguish himself as a racer of Belgian cars, an avid golfer, and, at the age of 70, he rode the fearsome Cresta bobsled run at St. Moritz.
Pigs DO fly: 'Piggles' takes to the skies in microlight on 100th anniversary of Lord Brabazon's flight
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By Sophie Freeman
Last updated at 6:40 PM on 11th November 2009

They say pigs can't fly - but this eight-week-old piglet bucked the trend yesterday when she took to the skies in a light aircraft.
The gilt, named 'Piggles', was flown around Wiltshire to mark the 100 years since Lord Brabazon became the first person in history to take a pig in a plane.
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Hold on tight: Piggles gets ready for take-off 
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Free as a... pig: Pilot Tony Hughes checks on Piggles as they fly around Wiltshire 

[image: image6.jpg]



Snug: Piggles was bedded down in a wicker basket and strapped into the passenger seat 

Lord Brabazon, who was one of the first men to fly in Britain, set a number of early aviation records, including his personal ambition to prove that pigs really could fly. In 1909 he won £1,000 from the Daily Mail for becoming the first British man to fly a circular mile.
The same year, he took a pig up in his personal French-built Voisin aeroplane, held in a wicker basket and strapped onto a wing. 
But yesterday's mode of transport was a 400kg microlight - and Piggles had a cosier position in the passenger seat.
Pilot Tony Hughes, who runs the Wiltshire Microlight Centre, said Piggles was very brave and didn't show an ounce of fear.
'She loved it,' said Mr Hughes, a former RAF pilot who has been flying microlights since 1979 and is a former member of the Great Britain hand-gliding team. 
'We've got a DVD of the flight and you can see that she's really, really happy, looking at things as we go.
'I kept checking on her welfare and gave her an apple when she came down. All her brothers and sisters were very jealous.'
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The aviator Lord Brabazon, who went on to become a Conservative politician, is pictured in a somewhat primitive plane


Enlarge   

The biplane in which Lord Brabazon flew the first circular mile. In 1909, he took a pig up in his aeroplane, held in a wicker basket and strapped onto a wing



Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1226922/Pigs-DO-fly-Piglet-takes-skies-microlight-100th-anniversary-Lord-Brabazons-flight.html#ixzz0XI7E88ML
